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Abstract:

The Legitimacy Assessment of Economic Sanctions. The
Correlation of Prohibiting the Abuse of Right with the Hierar chy of

Fundamental Human Rightsin International System
S.Ghasem Zamani

Associate Professor of International Law, Faculty of Law and Political
Science, Allameh Tabatabaeli University

At the present time, economic sanctions have become one of the most
effective means of putting pressure in international system. Economic
sanctions which are being established and applied unilaterally by
governments against each other, or collectively against the states under
the ingtitutional framework by International Organizations, in the era of
globalization and coinciding with reduction of the cold war flames,
improvement of international protection of human rights, as well as the
rise of global campaign against terrorism, have become increasingly
common in the arena of international relations, and of course have
become very influential. However, if economic sanctions are to be
considered as an allowable and permissible matter or even a “right” in
international law, it cannot be taken under consideration solely and
separately from the whole system of international law especially the
principle of prohibition of right and the need for protecting fundamental

human rights as the foundation of international public order. Unity and



integrity of international legal system requires that the economic
sanctions as one of the manifestations of sovereignty and freedom of
states, not only being legitimately assessed from the perspective of
efficiency factor and the ability to influence the conduct of international
actors, but also in the context of the fundamental values. Economic
sanctions that can be a useful means in undeveloped international
community in order to defend the international values and ensure the
common interests and benefits, like any other means, they are capable of
abusing and violating the common values and vital interests of
international community. Establishing and applying the targeted
sanctions, and also applying national and international judicial and non-
judicial surveillance in economic sanctions confirms the continuous
interaction and dynamism that has been created to establish a balance
and moderation between the elements of “efficacy and legitimacy” of
economic sanctions in the era of the emergence of hierarchy norms in

international legal order.

Key words. Economic Sanctions, Prohibition of the Abuse of Right,

Fundamental Human Rights, the Hierarchy of Norms



